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Membership Matters

In February and March we at Cornerstone will have the great pleasure of welcoming into
membership a number of people who have been attending the church. It raises the question,
#  of course, as to why one should bother? After all, anyone can turn up at Cornerstone, hear
the prayers and the preaching and sing the hymns. Why become a member?

There are various reasons for membership but perhaps the most important is that it involves
commitment: the commitment of the member to the congregation and the commitment of the

- congregation to the member. Christians are not meant to be islands or lone rangers. We
exist as part of a body. Sure, there is the great body of the church as a whole to which we belong; but, more
specifically, there is a local body, made up of people whom we know, to which we should also belong. Coming
into membership is a public declaration of that belonging; it pledges the member to use their gifts and abilities to
help the local church; and it commits the local church to care for the member. In this way, supporting and
discipling each other, we can grow into maturity in Christ.

Thus, the challenge to non-members is clear: become a member. And the challenge to members is equally
clear: let us, by God’s grace, become the kind of church where membership is indeed a real part of our Christian
discipleship and a basic part of our community. ~ Carl Trueman
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An Un-Regrettable Decision

by Lydia Sorkness

Uncle John used to say, “Never let school get in the way of a good education.” So, in
2010, when the time came for me to choose which college | should go to, | remembered
these words. Something just told me that going to school right after graduating from Phil-Mont
Christian Academy wasn’t the thing for me. A year later my decision took me to a small
coastal city in Northern Colombia, called Santa Marta.

| left my home in Wyndmoor, Pa with a heart full of wild expectations of adventure
and excitement. | was off to teach English at Hogar La Providencia, a Christian Foundation for children who
need schooling and a place to live. Some of the kids would come from the neighborhood to school every day at
this foundation, while around twenty-two lived there night and day.

As time went by | stopped teaching English and moved into the foundation home in order to take care
of the kids who lived there. There was no one available to live on the property to do the job.

Each child had his or her own story and | grew to know and love them as if they were my own brothers
and sisters. | sometimes even felt like they were my own. Each one was special to me in a different way. |
remember sitting by Yoryanis’ hospital bed for a whole week when she had bronchitis and no mother to take
care of her. There was the time | visited Virneth and her brother Cristobal up in their mountain home during
school vacation. Virneth and | talked in the dark, swinging from our hammocks every night. We talked about

\\ Continued on page 2 //
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‘;‘3“‘3 Women’s

Morning Bible
Study

Windows into the Heart: A

Cornerstone Rids’ NighB!

Friday, February 10'" 6:30pm- 8:30pm Study of Selected Psalms
Activities for preschool through éth grade, nursery care also available Led by Linley Wynne
Come join us for a 10-week
'Y p‘ 'a) study on selected Psalms
. beginning on Wednesday,
Ya [ sa, A - February 15! We will explore
p P OGN psalms of thanksgiving, wisdom,
{ ! v praise, even lament to discover
s what they teach us about our
’u # u Savior and our own souls. The
I ) A - Psalms are like multi-colored
windows into the hearts of
Play games, make a craft, and learn more about God's people. They also reveal

God's goodness throughout
history. But even more, over
RSVP Anna Dahlvang by Tuesday Feb 7th these weeks, we hope to use
them as our earnest prayers
and praises to our faithful God.

God’s love for us in Jesus Christ!

We will meet at the church from
9-10:30 a.m.

An Un-Regrettable Decision continued from page 1 Childcare will be provided

everything. Piedad and | used to stand on the third floor of the foundation house together, just watching the rain
pour down and the lightning striking the mountains that stretched out in front of us. | remember walking hand in
hand with little Wendy to a baseball game when she was missing her Papa during her first week living at Hogar
la Providencia. | would bring a cup of tea up to Nataly and Helena while they were both sick in bed, and give
Idibeth long soothing oatmeal baths when she would break out in hives in the middle of the night. They all loved
me for it but when it came down to it, the one that was receiving the unconditional love and blessing was me.

My favorite time with the kids was our nightly bedtime devotions: everybody laughing and chattering,
sitting around in a circle on the ground, before we’d read the Bible together. Those moments with the kids will
never be erased from my memory.

The night that | had to leave Hogar La Providencia we cried and hugged, and told each other how much
we loved and would miss one another. | had lived there 10 months taking care of Yoryanis, Cristobal, Virneth,
Piedad, Wendy, and all the others that have etched their faces onto my heart. | knew that | had learned and felt
things I've never felt before. The most incredible experience | had through being a substitute mother at that
foundation was coming to know and love God and what He’s done for me. Those kids showed me just how
much | needed a Savior in Jesus Christ. So now when | think about the decision | made to do something
unordinary instead of going straight to a university, | don’t regret it one bit. I've learned more than | ever have in
a ten month span of time. God showed me a lot of things in Santa Marta, Colombia, but most of all he taught me
what it means to love others, love God, and be loved by Jesus. /
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 ‘ 2 3 4P7esbytery
Charlie Natter Meeting
SLord’s Supper 6 7 8 9 10 kids’ Night 11

David Wylie @

12 13 14’ 15 16 17 18 Men’s
Tim Swann (y Breakfast &
Joel Tinkey
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
L
Sandy Finlayson Carolyn Muench% Brianna Zera %
26 27 28 29

—_— 3

Small Groups

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, February

18th
Wyndmoor Small Group @ the Sorkness
home 8 - 9:30 a.m.

6 p.m. for Soup; 7 p.m. for Bible study and

Wednesday Evenings

prayer
I North Wales Small Group @ Cottenden I Speaker: Rev. Dr. David  §9%eg
home Garner, Associate Professor
7:30 p.m. for Bible study and prayer of Systematic Theology, WTS &

For more information contact Tom Sorkness
or Dick Gaffin.

RSVP by February 15th to the church office
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Cornerstone’s Family Album

Name: R. Elizabeth Constantine
Residence: | am from Mechanicsburg Pa. and | currently live in Glenside.
Birthplace: | was born in Harrisburg Pa. I've been a Pa. girl all my life. :-)

Occupation: Currently, | am attending Westminster and am in the Biblical
Counseling program. Being a student at Westminster has been a real blessing
and I'm very thankful for the opportunity.

Favorite Vacation Spot: Growing up my favorite vacation spot was Chickasaw
Alabama where grandma C. lived, and which was about an hour from Alabama
Point where we loved to spend hours swimming. | always knew that we were
getting close to grandma’s house when | started smelling the paper mill. As silly
as it sounds, | still feel nostalgic today on the rare occasion that | smell one.

Favorite Food: | love hot apple pie with vanilla ice cream

Favorite Books: My favorite books are the Chronicles of Narnia, The Lord of the Rings Trilogy, books by
Dickens, etc. Sadly | have not had time for this type of reading for awhile.

Favorite Way to Spend Free Time: | enjoy spending time with friends, just hanging out talking and playing
games. | also enjoy biking, piano, photography, sewing and crafty projects, and reading when time permits.

Personal Hero: Jesus (never really had personal heroes)

How I can to Christ: | grew up in a Christian home. However, | did not understand the gospel. | was very
legalistic, and had no close relationship with the Lord. In my third year in undergrad | heard the gospel through
the ministry of a Christian fellowship.

Current Prayer Needs: Could you please pray that | would not become discouraged as these courses reveal
more and more the sin in my heart. Rather, that | would look to Christ for hope.

A regular Cornerstone Library User

Like Juliet Swann, you too can find a good book in
our library. Take a look around the corner the next
time you get your cup of coffee after morning
worship and see what interesting books you can
take home to read.

Photo by Tim Roof

Reading is to the
mind what exercise
is to the body.

~ Joseph Addison
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Cornerstone’s Church Retreat
March 23-24 @ the Traber Center
An event not to be missed!

| Traber Center, Spring
City, PA 19475 Speaker:

www.trabercenter.org
Mr. Dan Kunkle

Dan has been the much-loved
bible teacher at Phil-Mont

“ Chyigti cagemy for 30 years.

Or p h ans no HM as a deacon at

Wh Go d Tenth Presbyterlan Church in Phlladel hia.
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mani fest in being oriphans—no —more.
Bring personal efects (including warm outerwe
your Bible and notebook, board games to share

pl ay sports.

Free tme actvites wil/l include a voluntary pr
mitng), creaton museum, underground railroad

More information on Accommodations, Cost and Directions are
available in the retreat brochures on the information table.

A 10% deposit will hold your reservation and payment in full is due by
March 6. Make your checks payable to Cornerstone Presbyterian Church and
give to either Jean Gaffin or Linda Finlayson
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Cornerstone’s Family Album

Name: Ellie Grigsby
Residence (town): Glenside, PA
Birthplace: near Orlando, Florida

Occupation: Student at Westminster Seminary’s Biblical Counseling program

Description of Ministry in Church: helping with the nursery and Middle School
Sunday School

Favorite Vacation Spot: My parents’ house in Florida
Favorite Food: Coffee ice cream

Favorite Book: Pride and Prejudice is my favorite book

Favorite Movie: One of my favorite movies is Good Will Hunting.
Favorite T.V. show: , Seinfeld is my favorite T.V. show.

Favorite Way to Spend Free Time: With Adam McNeal. If I'm with Adam, | even like doing dishes. | like to be
at home, to explore cities, to go to plays, and to sing.

Personal Hero: A professor from college who was very wise about loving people. | always felt encouraged after
classes with him.

Most Meaningful Ministry Experience: Learning about biblical counseling at Westminster and CCEF. | never
imagined before | began studying there how richly Christ ministers to every human problem through His Word.

How | Came to Christ: | grew up in a loving Christian home and always knew Christ, but | did not understand
the joy of relationship with him until college. Being at Westminster, | have grown in seeing that all of life is lived
before the face of God, and that being a Christian is about constant fellowship with Him through Christ. | am so
grateful for how Cornerstone has encouraged my faith in six months of attending here.

Current Prayer Needs: Adam and | are getting married this summer, so we need prayer for wedding planning
and that the Lord would prepare us to be one. | also need prayer about transitioning from student life to the
workforce, since | will be looking for a job in May.

Kitchen News

IAND

Thank you to Elizabeth Constantine, who has agreed to be our new kitchen supplies «
coordinator.

A big THANK YOU to Allen Dugan for the work he is doing in the kitchen. Allen has installed two (count ‘em!)
sinks with running water [see the photos on the next page]. He is now working on the electrical installation to
get our new dishwasher up and running.

6 Recycling
'.‘ (Y . We are now recycling both plastic containers and paper. The plastic containers should be
thoroughly rinsed and deposited in the plastic bin next to the refrigerator. Please continue to
“ deposit all paper to be recycled in the box in the church office (next to the photocopier).
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Congregational Lunch Sunday, January 8th
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Photos by
Tim Roof




Look for us on the Web!

www.cornerstoneopc.com

Weekly Activities

PRESEBVYYERIAN @i ieEw Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m.

211 W. Butler Ave., Sunday School 10 a.m.
Ambler, PA 19002

Small Groups ~ Wednesday evenings in
Phone: 215-542-1518 Wyndmoor & North Wales
E-mail: cornerstoneopcadmin@comcast.net [contact the church office for specific locations]

Women’s Morning Bible Study

PRIEE CAHES [ EE Wednesdays 9 a.m. @ the church

Wednesdays & Thursdays ~ 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Fridays ~9a.m. -5 p.m.

Other Activities

Men’s Breakfast ~ Saturdays
To glorify God by qui ppi n@vemy secopd month)
for a great comman{me chrndistond Kids’NIyhk ~ as announced
great commi ssion | |[festyle in Jesus
Chri st
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Preaching Schedule for February
Date Morning Evening

February Rev. Dr. Carl R. Trueman Mr. Jeremy Boothby
5
February Rev. John Currie Rev. George R. Cottenden

12

February Rev. Dr. Carl R. Trueman Mr. Gabe Malloy
19

February Rev. Dr. Allen Curry Mr. Camden Bucey
26




